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From Fr. Roy 
Without rituals such as prayer and liturgy, faith in 

God wilts and dies. Elimination of God focused rituals 
creates a vacuum that encourages moral asphyxiation. 
Believers have always had difficulty measuring up to 
Godôs standards because ultimately they tell me, ñI am 
not #1.ò Take away God and it is hard to withstand a 
pervasive ethos reflected in ads (ñHave it your wayò, 
etc.) and songs (ñI did it my wayò, etc.). 
The bibleôs concise definition, ñGod is love.ò (I 

John 4:16) presents the gold standard. Reject  love that 
is more demanding and comprehensive than personal 
self interest and the results are predictable and seldom 
pretty. Karen Armstrong in her study of Christian, Jew-
ish and Islamic fundamentalism, The Battle for God, 
maintains, ñAt the same time as our rational worldview 
has proclaimed that humans are the measure of all 
things, and liberated us from an unseemly dependence 
upon a supernatural God, it has also revealed our frailty, 
vulnerability, and lack of dignity.ò  

Roman Catholic belief and practice say that the sac-
raments are essential to keep in touch with God. Conse-
quently Church laws require weekly attendance at Mass, 
as well as annual confession and communion. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church says the deliberate  failure 
to participate in weekly mass constitutes a ñgrave 
sinò (Art. 2181). The results of this sin are traditionally 
painted in terms of what might befall us after death. We 
should put more stress on what can befall us before 
death. Hell is the absence of God. Rejection of God 
paves the way for the creation of hells on earth. 

The United Nations Human Rights Council claims 
that the 20th century was marred by seven  major geno-
cides. They range from the 1915-18 Armenian Genocide 
(1,500,000 deaths) to 1994 in Rwanda (800,000 deaths.) 
The worst were Stalinôs Forced Famine, 1932-33

(7,000,000 deaths) and the Nazi Holocaust, 1938-45 
(6,000,000 deaths).  

Focusing on the Holocaust, Karen Armstrong com-
ments in her book: 

The Holocaust was also a reminder of the dangers 
 that can accrue from the death of God in human 
 consciousness. In Christian theology, hell had been 
 defined as the absence of God. The camps seemed 
 an uncannily accurate reproduction of the imagery 
 of the inferno, which had haunted Europeans for 
 centuries. The flaying, racking, whipping, scream-
 ing, and mocking, the deformed, distorted bodies, 
 the flames, and the sinking air all recalled the Chris-
 tian hell depicted by the poets, painters, sculptors, 
 and dramatists of Europe. Auschwitz was a dark 
 epiphany, giving human beings a glimpse of what 
 life could be like once all sense of sacredness has 
 been lost. At its best (and only at its best), religion 
 had helped people to cultivate an appreciation of the 
 holiness of humanity in its myths, rituals and cultic 
 and ethical practices. By the mid-twentieth century, 
 it seemed that an unfettered rationalism could feel 
 impelled to create a hell upon earth, an objective 
 correlative of Godôs absence. 
Many argue about hell hereafter, but itôs hard to 

deny its presence here. Maintaining an active relation-
ship with God is how to avoid it here and hereafter. 
ððððððððððððððððððð 
 This Wednesday 26 young members of our parish 

will be confirmed at Sacred Heart Cathedral. They will 
be joining others from St. Mary, Waterloo, St. Patrick, 
Seneca Falls and St. Joseph, Wayland. Congratulations 
and blessings to them for accepting this sacrament and 
the opportunities for future faith growth it offers. 

Thank you to parents, sponsors, catechists and oth-
ers who collaborated with Religious Education Director 
Walt Savaria over months of preparation.     
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This Week  
SS = St. Stephen ï SF = St. Francis 

Sunday, April 20 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (SS): 24/7 
Second Collection  - Facility & Maintenance 
10:30 A.M. (SS) Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word 
11:45 A.M. (SS) Youth Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 P.M. (SS) Youth Group 

Monday, April 21 

7:00 P.M. (St. Mary, Waterloo) Confirmation Re-

hearsal 

7:00 P.M. (Parish Ctr) Parish Life 

Wednesday, April 23 

7:00 P.M. (Sacred Heart Cathedral) Confirmation 

Thursday, April 24 

7:00 P.M. (PC Chapel) Novena to Our Lady of the Mi-

raculous Medal & Exposition of the Most Blessed Sac-

rament: 

Friday, April 25  

6:30 P.M. (Club 86) $10,000 Giveaway 

Saturday, April 26 
7:30 A.M. (PC Chapel) Rosary & Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy 
3:30-4:15 (SF) Confessions 

Sunday, April 27 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (SS): 24/7 
Second CollectionðCatholic Home Missions Appeal 
11:45 A.M. (SS) Youth Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 P.M. (SS) Youth Group 
 
 

 

Banns of Marriage 
3rd Week: Dana Babarosa & Bruce Maikels. 2nd 

Week: Kathryn Brady & R. Vince Blasio, Gertrude 

Klotz & Mike Homer, 1st Week: Amber Passalac-

qua & Toby Ralston. Please keep them in your 

prayers. 

 

 

St. Bernardôs 
 Did you know that St. Bernardôs School of Theol-

ogy and Ministry has offered advanced education for 

religious professionals for over one hundred years? 

Did you know that St. Bernardôs has been in the fore-

front of Catholic education for lay ministry for decades? 

We at St. Bernardôs would like to invite you to learn 

more about our quality graduate studies programs as 

well as meet our faculty and our students. Please come 

to our ñSpring Open Houseò sessions. The next ses-

sions are: Tuesday April 22nd, 7-9pm, Monday May 

5th, 7-9pm. Sessions to be held at St. Bernardôs 120 

French Rd, Rochester, NY 14618 

 Reservations requested. Please call and let us 

know you will be joining us. Call Charmel Trinidad 

at (585) 271-3657 ext 289, or email at ctrini-

dad@stbernards.edu. 

 Call for a free brochure! Classes for summer are 

now forming! Check our website at www.stbernards.edu 

for information on summer courses and details on 

Spring Open Houses.  

 

Pastoral Council 
Twelve (12) parishioners serve on the Pastoral 

Council. Their terms run three years. Four (4) positions 
open each year. 

Nomination sheets are in the pews this weekend and 
next weekend. You may propose yourself or another 
parishioner for a term on the Pastoral Council. Everyone 
nominated will be contacted by a Council member to 
make sure he or she is can accept the nomination.  

On Pentecost Sunday, May 11, four nominees will 
be selected randomly from those who agreed to be part 
of the selection process. Two others will be chosen as 
alternates. Alternates are not expected to attend meet-
ings, of which there are ten each year, but should be 
willing to step in to complete a term if a member has to 
leave the Council. Alternates, unless called in to com-
plete a term, serve for one year. 

The Pastoral Council has been especially important 
in the process of transition to a new pastor and will con-
tinue to be so when our new pastor, Fr. Paul Tomasso, 
arrives at the end of December.  

Give prayerful consideration to serving fellow pa-
rishioners in this way. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Because of booking conflicts 

at Club 86 and our Parish Center, we could not get a 

later date, so our Mother/Daughter Brunch will be held 

on May 4th. As a result, the regular Rosary Society 

meeting scheduled for May 5th is being cancelled. Re-

peat, there will be no May 5th meeting. Our next meet-

ing will take place at our closing dinner on June 2nd. 

Save the DateðSaturday, May 3, 2008 
 9th annual Golf Tournament at Seneca Lake 
Country Club. Golf-Fun-Food-Prizes (including up to 
$10,000 for a hole in one). Find applications in pews, 
read it and if possible, play or sponsor. 
 If you can help out please call Patty Ryan at 789-
9586 or Don Graham at 789-0696. 
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 We welcome into the faith community through the 

Sacrament of Baptism: Joseph Anthony Salone, Emily 

Elizabeth Finnerty, Jack Edward Cunningham, 

Brian Edward Cunningham, Jr. 

. 
 
 

St. Francis-St. Stephenôs School Family 

Fun Festival 
 This year, the St. Francis - St. Stephen School 

Family Fun Festival would like to honor our parishes/

school's festivals of "yester-year". We are looking for 

pictures taken at past festivals or festival memorabilia 

that will be on display at the Family Fun Festival this  

year (June 6-7). All items will be handled with care and 

returned after the Festival. If you have an item(s) that 

we could use, please send it to the school. If you have 

any questions, please contact Bill Greco at 315-719-

1840. Thank you! 

 

 

Memorial Contributions made to the St. 

Francis ï St. Stephen School Education 

Fund  
 In Memory of  Antoinette Morabito: Mrs. Carmella 

Serrett, Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Giardino; In  Memory of 

Emma H. Lisi: St. Anthony Society, Cecila Bonetti; In  

Memory of William J Clair: Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Erwin, In  Memory of Edith Liberio: Ruth Gallagher & 

Family, Peppy & Beverly Jaynes, Mr. & Mrs. Guy 

Sindoni, Mary & Louis McGuigan, Anna DeMaria, In 

Memory of Daniel Rice: The McAdoo Family, Ms. 

Judith Rooney, Bruce & Beryl Teague, Al & Patty 

Colizzi, Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Giardino; In Memory of 

William Earing:  Donna Strong, Dorothy Shipman; In 

Memory of Madeline Buckley Root: Josephine 

Fragnoli; In Memory of Theresa M. Iannopollo: St. 

Anthony Society; In Memory of Alan P. Dunham: 

G.A.I.L. #2397A; In Memory of Patricia McCann: Dr. 

Edgar Prindle; In Memory of Dolores Cosentino: 

G.A.I.L. #2397A; In Memory of Jay Jolascewiki: 

Germaine Liberatore; In Memory of Elizabeth Carty: 

Walter & Patti Democko; In Memory of Genevieve 

Essa: Ruth Gallagher; In Memory of Joyce Commesso: 

Connie & Tony DeJohn; In Memory of Donald 

Calabrese: Mr. & Mrs. Thomas DiCostanzo. 
 Thank you for your generosity in supporting 
Catholic Education. 

Our Lady of Peace Parish  

 
NOTICE TO ROSARY SOCIETY 
MEMBERS   
 Our annual Mother/Daughter brunch will be held at 

Club 86 on May 4th, 2008. Please plan on attending the 

9:00 Mass at St Francis Church. where pews will be 

designated for the Rosary Society. Brunch will 

immediately follow the Mass. You must purchase your 

tickets by April 28. Ticket prices are: Adult: $14.00, 

Children 5 to 10 yrs.: $7.00. Toddlers: $4.00, and may 

be purchased at the rectory or by calling committee 

members: Phyllis Lowrey: 789-2478, Peggy Patnesky: 

539-9962, JoAnne O'Donnell:789-6865 or Nancy Jo 

Fischer: 781-6981. 

Meetings & Events 
St. Francis-St. Stephen's School Bingo - Every 
Wednesday night 7:15 p.m. at the Sons of Italy, 31 
Prospect Avenue. $1,000.00 guaranteed prize money, 
$200.00 jackpot, 75/25 split pot. Non-smoking room 
available, handicapped accessible. 
SERRV Shop is open every Saturday from 10:00 to 

12:30 or by appointment 789-1343. Gifts from Around 

the World at the Presbyterian Church, 23 Park Place in 

Geneva ðentrance off Washington Street. 
$10,000CASH RAFFLEð Donôt forget to get your 

tickets for this yearly event benefiting Our Lady 
of Peace Parish and St. Francis-St. Stephenôs 
School. April 25th is the night for dinner, danc-
ing and the chance to win several big cash 

prizes at Club 86. Tickets are available through Our 
Lady of Peace Parish (789-1244) or St. Francis-St.  
Stephenôs School (789-1828).  Help support us! 
Run for the Young 5K road race and 1-mile fun run 
sponsored by the Diocese of Rochester. This road race 
is open to all ages and will be held Saturday, May 10 
at 9:30 AM at St. Lawrence Church in Rochester. All 
participants in the 5k or 1 mile are automatically en-
tered to win hundreds in door prizes. All proceeds will 
help our young people attend diocesan retreats, confer-
ences and rallies. Registration forms available from 
your parish or by calling the Diocese at 585-328-3210 
x1279 or register online at www.active.com. 
 

Prayer Line - call 789-0930 or 789-1124 between 9:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m., for evenings and weekends call 
781-0064 and many will pray. 

http://www.active.com/

