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From Fr. Roy 
On February 29, the Chaldean Catholic archbishop 

of Mosul, Iraq, Paulos Faraj Rahho,  was abducted, most 
likely by insurgents or terrorists. No group ever took 
responsibility. After a couple of weeks via backdoor 
channels word came that he was dead and where his 
body could be found. This was the latest and most bra-
zen of a series of abductions of Iraqi Christian clergy. 
The terrible situation of Iraqôs Christian citizens is 

seldom reported. In a bulletin piece last September I 
noted that before the start of the current war Christians 
of various denominations made up about 5%, around 1 
million of countryôs population. The majority of the 
Christians are Chaldean Catholics, who, unlike other 
Iraqi Christians, maintain ties with the pope.  

Many noncombatant Iraqis have died in the war, but 
the Christian population has been hit particularly hard. 
Besides those killed in the hostilities, many have fled 
the country. Current estimates lower the Christian popu-
lation to 3%. 

The March issue of One magazine, published bi-
monthly by the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, 
details the challenging conditions of Christian Iraqi 
refugees living in Amman, the capital of a neighboring 
country, Jordan. 

The focus of the One article is Sr. Wardeh Kayrouz, 
an Iraqi member of the Franciscan Sisters of Mary.  A 
trained social worker, Sister Kayrouz has been working 
with displaced Iraqis since the first Persian Gulf War of 
1991. There is much for her to do as a counselor. 
ñPoverty brings our every type problem between chil-
dren and their parents,ò she explains. ñThey have no 
money [rents are exorbitant and Jordanian law forbids 
the refugees lawful employment] to go anywhere or do 
anything. There is no work. Women and their husbands 

argue over whether they should have left Iraq. They are 
home all day long, all the time.ò 

Sister also conducts a small day school. Her unpaid 
kindergarten teacher is a 31 year-old woman, Iman, 
from what had been a largely Christian neighborhood of 
Baghdad. Some of her story: ñOne day I was walking to 
work at Babal College and four men tried to kidnap me 
in a car. I screamed and called out to people for help and 
they let me go. é I left the college and my job. ...One 
day I was leaving church and a guy ran up to me, pulled 
the cross and chain off my neck and tried to kidnap me. 
I pushed him away. ...My whole family moved to Jordan 
after that. We sold our house and everything else.ò 
Unlike most others, Imanôs story has a semi-happy 

ending: ñIn 2005, my parents, two sisters and two broth-
ers, moved to Detroit using documents from the 
1990ôs.ò 

Sr. Kayrouz concludes each day by gathering dis-
placed Iraqi families for a Bible lesson and prayer. The 
stories Abraham in the Book of Genesis have particular 
meaning for Iraqi Christians. 3,000 years separate them 
from Abraham, but he like they left the territory now 
called Iraq for the uncertainties of life in arid Negev just 
west of Jordan. The covenant God made with Abraham 
resonates down the centuries to billions of people, espe-
cially to the group that gathers evenings in the basement 
of Sr. Kayrouzôs convent. 

Please include these Christians in prayers offered 
for our service people in their country. 
ðððððððððððððððððððð 
Recently the granddaughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edward 

Hennessy sent us a booklet listing the parishioners of St. 
Francis de Sales in 1902, two years before St. Stephenôs 
was established. Listed are about 2,600 adults. Given 
the large families of that period, it would seem safe to 
add at least 1,000 children. Todayôs total, about 4,600. 
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This Week  
SS = St. Stephen ï SF = St. Francis 

Sunday, April 6 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (SS): 24/7 
Second Collection  - SFSS School 
9:00 A.M. (Parish Center) Catechist Formation Session 
7:00 P.M. (SS) Youth Group 

Monday, April 7  

7:00 P.M. (Parish Center) Rosary Society 

7:00 P.M. Ultreya 

Tuesday, April 8 

5:15 P.M. (SS) Contemporary Choir 

Wednesday, April 9 

7:00 P.M. (SS Hosp. Ctr.) RCIA 

7:00 P.M. (SF) Joint Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, April 10 

7:00 P.M. (PC Chapel) Novena to Our Lady of the Mi-

raculous Medal & Exposition of the Most Blessed Sac-

rament: 

Saturday, April 12 
7:30 A.M. (PC Chapel) Rosary & Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy 
3:30-4:15 (SF) Confessions 

Sunday, April 13 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (SS): 24/7 
Second CollectionðDeSales High School  
2:00-3:00 P.M. (PC) Encuentro Juvenil  
7:00 P.M. (SS) Youth Group 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1st Week: Dana Babarosa & Bruce Maikels. Please 

keep them in your prayers. 

 

 

Ciudad de Geneva y el Condado de On-

tario Ofrecen Examen en Español para 

la Policía 
 La ciudad va a usar este examen de 10 de mayo 

para emplear personas para la policía en el futuro. 

Salario al comienzo: $38,814 mas beneficios. 

Se necesita diploma secundario o GED.  Tiene que 

aplicar ante del 9 de abril.  Informaci·n en el tablero 

de noticias y al 789-4369ðdepartamento de personal. 

Vocations 

 ñWere not our hearts burning within us while he 

spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to 

us?ò  (Luke 24:33)  Do you recognize Jesus in your 

midst?  Does your heart burn to share Jesus with others?  

Weôre all asked to do that.  Have you ever considered 

doing it as a priest, brother, or sister?  Think about it!  If 

youôd like more information, please call the Office of 

Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or visit our web-

site: www.dor.org/vocations 

 

 

Living Rosary 
The members of the Knights of Columbus in Geneva 

invite all parishioners to join them for a 

celebration of our faith as we perform a 

living rosary, which is being held Monday, 

May 5 at 7:00 p.m. at St Stephenôs Church. 

This spiritual and beautiful event involves 

students from the St Francis/Stephenôs 

school and other children from other schools throughout 

the Finger Lakes. To make this event successful we en-

courage both adults and children to participate.  

 

 

Catholic Call In  
 My mother says I canôt be married in the Catholic 

Church unless Iôm confirmed.  Is that true?  Take ad-

vantage of the Catholic Call In to get an answer to your 

simple or your complicated questions.  Call 1-8-4Spirit 

on April 22 anytime between 2:00 and 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Encuentro Juvenil: ¿Nos Conocemos?   

Ven y Verás 
 Jóvenes, vengan a un encuentro de todos los jóve-

nes de 7 -12 grados en nuestro centro parroquial des-

pués de la Misa el domingo, 13 de abril a las 2 p.m.   
 Habrán entremeses, diversión con dinámica de co-

nocimiento y oportunidad de soñar en el futuro. 

¡Que ven e invita otros jóvenes! 
 

 

¿Deseas Comprar una Biblia? 
 Tenemos a su disposición para comprar a $16.00 la 

Biblia Latinoamérica con letra grande.  Habla con Her-

mana Kay. 

http://www.dor.org/

